
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION – 2012 

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters  

compared to what lies within us.”    
      . . . Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

 

While I am sure it was the human spirit Emerson is referencing in this quotation, he could have made a 

similar statement about the spirit of an association, particularly the Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers 

Association.  We all feel fortunate the challenges of the past two years do “lie behind us.”  We can all 

remember 2011 and the passage of possibly the most ‘anti-farmer’ legislation ever considered by the Georgia 

General Assembly.  This resulted in more than 80% of our members facing labor shortages in the spring of 

2011.  We fought many other legislative and regulatory battles in 2011 and 2012 from the Farm Bill to DOL 

farm experience rulings.  And there are many more challenges that “lie before us” in 2013.  As your 

President during the past two years, I know first-hand the GFVGA spirit will continue to move our 

association forward.         

 

It is this spirit which “lies within us” that has encouraged you, and our other members, to respond to our 

Legislative Alerts, Requests to Contact Legislators, Grower Surveys and other notices.  On behalf of the 

GFVGA Board of Directors I want to thank you for your hard work, cooperative partnerships with other 

organizations and representation at the national level, all of which have enabled GFVGA to continue to serve 

as “the Voice of the Produce Industry in Georgia”.  Throughout 2012, GFVGA continued to provide and 

broaden our member service programs like labor oversight, legislative monitoring, food safety, education, 

promotions and communications .    

 

I am fortunate to work with a group of very committed individuals serving as GFVGA officers, directors and 

Advisory Council members.  Be assured your current association leadership has the same high level of 

commitment that was demonstrated by past leaders as we work hard to represent you and expand member 

services.  In 2012, GFVGA continued to grow and serve.  Listed below are just a few of those 

accomplishments:  

 

 MEMBERSHIP in GFVGA. As of December 31, 2012, GFVGA membership totaled 306, an 8.9%  

increase over 2011 (281).  GFVGA has 152 grower members, 70 allied members, 47 associate 

members, and 37 honorary members.  Although membership has seen an increase this year, 

continued growth will be a key area for the GFVGA leadership to address in 2013. 

 

 LEGISLATIVELY, GFVGA PROVIDED STRONG INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP IN 2012)  

- GFVGA continues to play a major role in Washington on national issues.  During 2012 GFVGA 

efforts were not only focused on ‘immigration issues’ but also worked in monitoring the food 

safety legislation, Farm Bill discussions, federal funding for agriculture, EPA regulations and 

many other Federal level issues addressed by GFVGA.      



- GFVGA provided ‘southeastern’ leadership with visits and communications to our congressional 

delegations. In addition the association holds seats on the United Fresh Produce Association 

Government Relations Committee, Grower Shipper Segment Board, Food Safety and 

Technology Task Force and United Foundation’s Board of Directors.         

- The industry coalition initiated in 2003 that includes GFVGA, Georgia Peach Council, Vidalia 

Onion Business Council, and Georgia Blueberry Association continued to utilize the services of 

Bob Redding for our governmental affairs representation in Washington.  

- Our association attended/provided testimony at several congressional hearings and listening 

sessions, submitted comment letters, and made numerous congressional office contacts on behalf 

of fruit and vegetable growers in 2012.     

 

 COMMODITY PROMOTION efforts continued in 2012 using block grant funds for expansion of the 

marketing program.  The GA Department of Agriculture continued to provide oversight of the Georgia 

Pavilion (over 5000 square feet) at PMA in Atlanta, GA.  Other GFVGA marketing programs continued: 

- Production of the ‘SPRING CROPS’ and ‘FALL CROPS’ availability brochures.  These were 

mailed to over 1,000 retail produce buyers throughout the eastern United States and Canada.  

- Participation in the Atlanta Food and Wine Festival as the coordinating organization bringing 

together - Vidalia onion, peach, pecan, watermelon and blueberry funding and marketing goals. 

- Expansion of GFVGA’s participation in the Farm to School Program, encouraging more grower 

participation in the program.   

 

 EXPANSION OF THE GEORGIA GAP FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM to include GFSI consultation 

and support for development of an Eastern Cantaloupe Guidance document.  The Board recognized the 

serious challenges to the GFVGA GAP program and need for broader services if GFVGA was going to 

continue to provide food safety services to GFVGA members.  In the Spring of 2012, the board 

approved the expansion of the program and additional staff resources were added to provide GFSI 

consultation.  Also in the Fall, GFVGA provided leadership to the development of a food safety 

guidance document for eastern cantaloupe growers.     

         

 GFVGA CONTINUED to improve membership services through,    

- The GFVGA transportation logistics program in cooperation with CH Robinson    

- The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Grower News, www.gfvga.org  and other communications.  

- Working with other commodity groups to sponsor the SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable 

Conference and Trade Show.  

- Block grants to support fruit and vegetable grower education, promotion and research.        

 

Next year – 2013 – is critical as we move to a new era  in ‘re-negotiating’ the farm bill following the ‘fiscal 

cliff’ votes at the end of 2012.  I hope you will get more involved in GFVGA in 2013.  We need your 

involvement on committees, in programs and particularly your involvement with our legislative activities.   

 

One of the best ways to make GFVGA a more dynamic organization is to . . . get to know your legislator . . . 

write letters to Washington and Atlanta . . . call your representative . . . participate in GFVGA meetings and 

activities.  Be heard!!  We need your help and participation to make things happen in 2013!!                

GFVGA is YOUR association. 

               Richard ‘Dick’ Minor, President 
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