
 
 

 
 

 

THE STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION – 2014  

“Where there is no vison, the organization will perish.”    
      . . . adaptation of Proverbs 29:18  

 

Since 1996, when the Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association was organized, the vision of this 

Association has been to serve the southeastern fruit and vegetable grower.  Today, that vision is what makes 

GFVGA the ‘Voice’ of our produce grower members every day in Atlanta and Washington.  In addition, 

GFVGA is nationally recognized for our membership programs which offer you premier services like food 

safety consultation, education conferences, leadership development and securing funding for applied 

research.  

 

As your President during the past year, I know first-hand the GFVGA Board has focused on the vision and 

broadened the services offered to your - OUR MEMBERS.  In a year when Congress has been totally 

dysfunctional and very little was accomplished legislatively, GFVGA has continued to monitor and represent 

you with our Georgia representatives in Washington.  Member programs and services have been expanded 

this year as we work to focus on the ‘vision’.  Only through your support and participation can we as an 

Association move forward.  On behalf of the GFVGA Board of Directors I want to thank you for your hard 

work, participation, cooperative partnerships with other organizations and representation at all levels.    

 

I am fortunate to work with a group of very committed individuals serving as GFVGA Officers, Directors 

and Advisory Council members.  Be assured, your current Association leadership focused on the vision and, 

with a high level of commitment, represented you and expanded member services in 2014.  Listed below are 

just a few of those accomplishments:  

 MEMBERSHIP in GFVGA. During the February 2014 Leadership Summit the Board had a very 

in-depth discussion of GFVGA membership and voted to change to a corporate membership 

structure with a common January 1 renewal date.  This change also included an updated membership 

fee structure.  This new structure has been very successful with more than 50 companies having 

renewed their membership, totaling in nearly 120 individual members. A new Membership Services 

Committee has been created and will work to insure a strong membership renewal and recruitment in 

2015.    

 

 LEGISLATIVELY, GFVGA PROVIDED STRONG INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP IN 2014.  

- GFVGA continues to play a major role in Washington on national issues.  During 2014, GFVGA 

efforts were not only focused on ‘immigration issues’ but also worked on the Farm Bill 

implementation, federal funding for block grants, regulations for the Specialty Crop Research 

Initiative, EPA regulations and many other Federal level issues.   

- GFVGA provided oral testimony at one congressional stakeholder meetings and two agency 

listening sessions, and made numerous congressional office contacts on behalf of fruit and 

vegetable growers in 2014. 

- GFVGA provided opening comments at the FDA/GaDOA Listening Session in Atlanta and the 

Association submitted written comments for the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 

revised proposed rules.       



- GFVGA provided ‘southeastern’ leadership with visits and communications to our congressional 

delegations. In addition, the Association holds seats on the United Fresh Produce Association 

Government Relations Committee, Grower Shipper Segment Board, Food Safety and 

Technology Task Force and the United Fresh Board of Directors.         

- The industry coalition initiated in 2003 that includes GFVGA, Georgia Peach Council, Vidalia 

Onion Business Council, and Georgia Blueberry Association continued to utilize the services of 

Bob Redding for our governmental affairs representation in Washington.    

 

 COMMODITY PROMOTION efforts continued in 2014 using block grant funds for expansion of 

the marketing program.  The GA Department of Agriculture continued to provide oversight of the 

Georgia Pavilion (over 1400 square feet) at PMA in Anaheim, CA.  Other GFVGA marketing 

programs continued: 

- A new vision was initiated with GFVGA’s participation and coordination of a new 

communication organization called FarmersCARE.  The goal of this organization is to 

communicate to the consuming public Georgia farmers’ commitment to produce sustainable, 

safe, healthy and nutritious food.    

- Expansion of GFVGA’s participation in the Farm to School Program, encouraging more grower 

participation in the program.   

 

 FURTHER EXPANSION OF THE  GA GAP FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM - NOW THE 

‘PRODUCE FOOD SAFETY SERVICES’   

In the Fall of 2013, the Board approved the expansion of the GA GAP Program. In 2014 an additional 

consultant was added.  In addition a brand identity and marketing study was undertaken to promote 

and expand the future of the program.  A new name, Produce Food Safety Service’ was approved by 

the Board in December 2014.   

      

 GFVGA CONTINUED TO IMPROVE MEMBERSHIP SERVICES through,    

- The GFVGA transportation logistics program in cooperation with CH Robinson    

- The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Grower News, www.gfvga.org  and other communications.  

- Continuation of the monthly e-newsletter – The UPDATE.   

- Working with other commodity groups to sponsor the SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable 

Conference and Trade Show.  

- Block grants to support fruit and vegetable grower education, promotion and research.        

 

At the SE Regional Conference in January I conclude my two year term as President of GFVGA.  It has been 

an honor to serve our industry.  My parting wish for all of you is to get more involved in 2015.  GFVGA 

needs your participation on committees, in programs and particularly your involvement with our legislative 

activities.   

 

I hope you will keep the vision in 2015 and help your Board of Directors and Officers to move the 

association forward with more programs, services and advocacy.  It is up to you!!  GFVGA is YOUR 

association. 
             

Jamie Brannen, President 
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